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Blizzard Preparedness: Things to Do Before, During and After the Impending Winter 

Storm  
 

Loudoun County officials are closely monitoring the weather 

forecast and are prepared for the impending severe weather. 

Emergency management officials are coordinating the county’s 

response to the forecasted blizzard. Loudoun County encourage 

citizens to take some important steps:  

Before the Storm 

• Know the forecast: The National Weather Service has 

issued a Blizzard Warning for Loudoun County in anticipation of dangerous conditions 

created by heavy snow and high winds in excess of 35 miles per hour. Get updated 

weather information at www.weather.gov/lwx, Facebook, or Twitter.   

 

 Prepare for power outages: Charge your electronic devices now. Make sure you have a 

flashlight, batteries, and cash. Fill your car with gasoline.  

 

 Get Supplies: There are some basics you should stock in your disaster supplies kit: 

water, food, first aid supplies, clothing and bedding, and tools.  

 

 Check on your neighbors: Severe winter weather poses a particular danger for elderly 

and homebound individuals. Make sure they have proper supplies. Keep in touch with 

neighbors before, during and after the storm. You might even offer to shovel their 

sidewalks! 

 

During the Storm 

 Stay off the roads: The Virginia Department of Transportation urges motorists to stay 

off the roads during the winter storm. Track snow removal efforts through the VDOT 

Plow Tracker. Get real-time traffic information by visiting www.511virginia.org. Follow 

VDOT on Facebook and Twitter. If you must drive, follow safe driving practices. 

 

 Be safe: If you lose power, use only flashlights for emergency lighting; candles can 

cause fires. Also, generators should never be used inside a home, garage, basement, 

crawlspace or partially enclosed area, and should be placed at least 20 feet from doors, 

windows and vents that could allow carbon monoxide to come indoors. 

 

 

MORE 

 

 

 

 

http://www.loudoun.gov/
mailto:Glen.Barbour@loudoun.gov
http://www.weather.gov/lwx
https://www.facebook.com/NWSBaltWash
https://twitter.com/NWS_BaltWash
https://www.loudoun.gov/index.aspx?nid=736
http://novasnowplowing.virginia.gov/
http://novasnowplowing.virginia.gov/
http://www.511virginia.org/
https://www.facebook.com/VirginiaDOT
https://twitter.com/VaDOTNOVA
https://www.loudoun.gov/index.aspx?NID=770


News Release 

Page 2 

   

 

 

After the Storm 

 Shovel your sidewalks: Be a good neighbor and clear the sidewalk in front of and 

alongside your home following the end of the snowstorm. The county’s codified 

ordinances require snow removal on sidewalks on properties that are adjacent to public 

streets. Also, avoid injury and over exertion by pacing yourself and taking frequent 

breaks to rest, gently stretch your back, arms and legs. 

 

 Clear fire hydrants: If a fire occurs, firefighters need to be able to quickly locate fire 

hydrants, or lives and property could be lost. Adopt a fire hydrant near your home and 

clear a three-foot radius around hydrants. Businesses should take steps to clear the snow 

from emergency exits. 

 

To stay informed before, during and after the storm, sign up for Alert Loudoun at 

www.loudoun.gov/alert. In addition to emergency information, Loudoun County news releases, 

traffic information, schools closings/delays, and weather alerts, the email and text notification 

system includes a new category, “County Facility Closures/Status Changes.” People may also 

receive timely and relevant information from Loudoun County Government on Facebook and 

Twitter. 

 

Loudoun County also is making preparations to shelter the homeless during the severe 

weather. Anyone who knows of a person who is homeless and needs shelter should contact or refer 

the individual to the Loudoun County Homeless Shelter at 571-258-3033. Transportation will be 

provided if needed.   

For more information, Loudoun County’s Winter Weather web page provides a full range of 

links to helpful resources. Visit www.loudoun.gov/winter. 
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