
Arcola VFD 2nd Annual Poker Run 
General Information 

 

What is a Poker Run: 

Poker Runs actually have little to do with poker, beyond using the hand-rankings to score the 

event. You don't need to know a great deal about poker to take part, other than what beats what 

in the scoring and even that will be done for participants by the Arcola VFD officials. Essentially a 

Poker Run is an excuse to meet up, travel, and have a good time at the stops. The most popular 

Poker Runs thus far have been motorcycle runs, but the format has spread to boats, planes, 

bicycles and just about any other form of transport you can think of.  

Participants meet at a pre-arranged point (Arcola VFD) and pick up details of their route and the 

stops they need to make. Each participant is given a score card, which will be filled in as they 

progress along the route. At each designated stop, the participants draw a card at random from 

a bucket. The stop’s official records the card drawn on each participant’s score card/hand and 

the winners of the event are the participants who make the best five card poker hands at the end 

of the event. Events usually end with some entertainment at the designated "last stop" of the 

route, along with the awarding of the prizes. Funds are raised by charging a set amount for each 

score card (poker hand) played, food sold and donations received.  Organizations who participate 

in the event gain value from a portion of the proceeds, exposure to potential volunteers (great 

recruitment event) and general positive community engagement. 

 

Specific Poker Run Rules: 

 The first & most important thing to stress is that although this is a "run", there are no 

prizes for speed - it does not matter who is first to complete the course. It is not a race. 

 

 The event will be focused on motorcycle riders, but will be open to all forms of motorized 

transportation. 

 

 The cost to participate will be $25 per score card/hand purchased.  There is no limit to 

the number of score cards/hands a participant can purchase. 

 

 The winning hand is determined by standard poker hand rankings. Only the best five cards 

will be used to determine the winner, from the seven cards each participant receives (one 

per stop).  There will not be any "wild cards", but participants will be allowed to replace 

one card in their hand by "buying" one more card at the final stop for a fee of $10. 

 



 Participants may navigate to each stop in any order and use any path they choose, but 

Arcola VFD will provide two suggested routes (scenic & most direct). 

 

 There will be two buckets to draw cards from at each stop.  There will be one deck of 

cards in each bucket.  Participants will blindly draw their own card from a bucket, show it 

to the stop’s official who will record it on the participant’s score card/hand and return it 

to the bucket.  If the participant has purchased more than one card, each will be drawn 

separately.  The participant will not be able to choose which score card/hand to apply it 

to, the score card/hand currently in front of the stop’s official will receive the current card 

drawn. 

 

 If a participant draws a card that they already have, the participant must re-draw any 

cards that are duplicates. For example, if you draw the seven of clubs and you already 

have the seven of clubs on your score card, then you must put the card back and re-draw 

another card. 

 

 Each participant must have a poker score card/hand and it must be filled in by the stop’s 

official, not the participant. It is the participant’s responsibility to check their score sheet 

before leaving each checkpoint, to ensure that the card they drew is recorded correctly 

on their score sheet. Each stop will use different color pens on the score cards/hands 

combined with the official’s initials to help insure the integrity of the poker run. 

 

 At each stop the local volunteer fire/rescue department is also encouraged to provide 

station tours, have their apparatus pulled out on to the pad (on display), provide 

recruitment information and accept donations.  These are only suggestions found 

valuable during other poker runs and are not requirements. 

 

 The poker run will start at 10 AM at Arcola VFD (Station 9) and end at 1 PM, with the 

results being announced at 1:30 PM on the day of the event.  In addition to prizes being 

awarded for the best hands, a traditional raffle (door prizes) will also be held in which all 

participants who purchased score cards/hands will be eligible to participate.  Participants 

must be present in order to win. 

 

 The date of the poker run is October 3rd with a rain date of October 4th.  If the event is 

postponed due to weather concerns it will be announced on the ArcolaVFD.org website 

on October 2nd by 1300 hrs (1 PM). 


